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Meet our Doctors and Staff
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Dr. Joel Conn (and Mr. Twiggs) 
Owner, Veterinarian 

Joel was born and raised in Blacksburg, Virginia but migrated to California with the rest of his family following high school. He attended college at Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, where he received his Bachelor's degree in Biological Sciences in 2002. Joel went on to receive his doctorate at the UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine in 2006, following an externship in Avian and Exotic Animal Medicine at the Animal Medical Center in New York. Joel's primary interests include surgery and avian and exotic pet medicine.

Joel recently joined the Rotary Club of Pismo Beach/Five Cities and was inducted as a board member in 2010. He is also a board member of the Mid Coast Veterinary Medical Association and a member of the Central Coast Professional's Network. Joel currently does a segment on the KCOY CBS 12 Morning News called "Ask the Vet." You can join him every other Monday at 6:45am! 

In his spare time, Joel loves playing ultimate, disc golf, and racquetball. Joel lives in Pismo Beach with his wife (Dr. Sarah Conn, another veterinarian!), his two dogs, Bella and Mr. Twiggs, and his not-quite-morbidly-obese cat, Squishy Poof.
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Dr. Maxwell Conn has been a resident of the Central Coast since January of 2000. He graduated from Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine (Virginia Tech) in 1997.  After doing externships at the Baltimore Zoo, Baltimore Aquarium, and Midwest exotics clinic in Chicago, he has remained active in the dog, cat, and exotics communities. 


Dr. Conn lectures periodically to promote exotic pet well-being through proper care, and has been published in Exotic DVM magazine on several occasions. 

Dr. Conn participates in on-line forums with veterinarians from around the world, and he belongs to the Association of Avian Veterinarians, and the Association of Exotic Mammal Veterinarians.
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Dr. Suzanne Hennessy (and Bucky) 
Veterinarian

Dr. Suzanne Hennessy has been practicing in the local area since 1993. She graduated from veterinary school at UC Davis in 1992.   After graduation worked in a mixed animal at Gila Animal Hospital in Silver City, NM. The following year she accepted a position at a small-animal clinic in Arroyo Grande, CA.


In 1996, Dr. Hennessy (and former classmate) Dr. Kim Foster founded Pismo Beach Veterinary Clinic. They based their business plan on offering the highest quality veterinary services while still maintaining a personal, "small town" approach to client relations.

Throughout her career, Dr. Hennessy has had special interest in medicine and surgery for working and competition dogs. Dog training has become her avocation and she has trained several dogs to participate in agility and obedience competitions. Golden Retrievers have become her favored breed although over the years her heart has been touched by many engaging pets.
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For more staff information and biographies, go to www.pismobeachvet.com/staff.html
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